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Short Communication 


REDISCOVERY OF ROBUST PELOBATID FROG, 
XENOPHRYS ROBUSTA, AFTER FIFTY YEARS WITH 
THREE COLOUR MORPHS 


INTRODUCTION 


The Robust Pelobatid from, Xenophrys robusta (Boulenger, 1908) was described on the basis 
of two specimens, a male (SVL 54 mm) and a female (SVL 114 mm), collected from the “Darjeeling 
hills” by J. Gammie in 1906. Subsequently Nelson Annandale collected a specimen from Sureil in 
1908 and F.H. Gravely collected a specimen from Kalimpong in May, 1915 (Sankar et al., 1992). 
The last collections were made “near Darjeeling” in June and September, 1957 as reported by 
J.C. Daniel (1962). 


During a recent amphibian survey, we collected five specimens of the Robust Pelobatid from 
(Xenophrys robusta) in two hill-streams near Latpancher in the Darjeeling hills of northern West 
Bengal, India. On 28th August, 2006 a male (Male 1, Reg. No. ZSIC A10397) was collected while 
it was on the rock edge of a stream at altitude : 1097 m above msl (26°55'233" N and 88°23'554" E). 
On 29th August, 2006 a female (Reg. No. ZSIC A10401) and three males (Male 2, 3 & 4 bearing 
Reg. No. ZSIC A10398, A10399 & A10400 respectively) were collected on the boulders of a 
fast-flowing stream at altitude : 1109 m above msl (26°54'340" N and 88°23'538" E). 


Two of the males (Reg. No. ZSIC A10397 & A10400) were light brown in colour on the 
dorsal side but the other two males (Reg. No. ZSIC A10398 & A10399) were dark grey, while the 
female was orange-red. Earlier George Albert Boulenger while describing the species in 1908 
mentioned that these frogs had a brown dorsum. These collections by us after about fifty years 
show that the species has atleast three colour morphs. 
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The measurements (in mm) of all the five specimens are given below : 


6.15 7.05 
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